--- In toyota-prius@y..., "Craig DeForest" <yahoo-groups@d...> wrote:

> "B" is just a user interface option.  Nothing physical gets 

> changed --

> just the control law used by the computer.  Unless the battery is

> full, you get exactly the same effect touching the brake pedal

> lightly as shifting into "B": gentle braking from the regen system.

> (If the battery is full, the computer actually uses the ICE as a 

> brake when you're driving in "B" -- which doesn't happen when you

> press the brake pedal).

Craig,

  Here is a quote from page 84 of "PRIUS New Car Features, May 2000" that is under the heading "Deceleration Driving":

If the SOC of the HV batteries is within the specified value during deceleration, electricity is generated by MG2 to recharge the HV batteries.  If the SOC is excessive, the apportionment of energy to the hydraulic brakes is increased.  However, if the shift level is in position B, the engine is started by MG1 in order to apply the engine brake.

  The usual interpretation of the last sentence, I think, is that engaging B mode is sufficient for engine braking to be applied.  I can see how if you take the scope of "However" to go back only one sentence, your interpretation is correct.

  Have you looked at other people's descriptions of B?  Are you sure your interpretation is correct?

    Graham.

